Improving regional slush flow early warning
by establishing thresholds
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Which conditions leads to triggering of slush flows at a regional scale?

What are slush flows?

A snow/water mixture with water as the driving
force. Unlike snow avalanches, they are
triggered in low slope areas usually between 5°
and 30°, typically during heavy rainfall, and/or
intense thaw. Exposed snow types are depth
hoar, fresh snow on frozen ground and coarse-
grained snow (Hestnes, 1998).

Todays challenge

Warning levels for

Slush flows in Norway:
Level 4: Many large slush
flows are expected.

Level 3: Some large and
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threshold based on selected likelihood level.



